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he appeals to Parvati whose grace is described as the paramount fountain of mercy which even the sins of the devotees cannot obstruct and which readily confers eternal Bliss on the votary who has no other merit except that of helplessly surrendering at her feet, His Sivotkarshamanjari sets forth the supremacy of Lord Siva among the gods and of exclusive devotion to him as the surest means of salvation.
Some stotras have been written by Ramabhadra Dikshita of the 18th century, but his hymns on Rama, the Ramabanastava, Ramachapasiava and Ramashtaprasa deserve special mention.
Narayana Tirtha is considered to have been a native of Andhradesa. In the early 18th century, he composed the Krisfenalila taraBgin! in 12 tarangas describing the story of Krishna's exploits. The book consists of musical compositions which are very sweet and are set to specified tunes. Along with the songs of the Gitagovinda, the tarangas are also sung in all congregational prayers, in musical recitals and in performances of dance and gesticulation.
The current of Stotra literature has been flowing steadily from the times of Vedas upto this day and it is beyond the scope of a small volume like this to enlist more of them, than has been done here.
There are however several anthologies of Stotras like the Brihat stotra ratnakara Which contain large collections of prayers, hymns and psalms to which the curious student can turn his atte^itiop*